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Instructor: Walker, Kevin Course: Congress
20 surveys [ 27 enrolled in POSC 210 A (MWF 0920

Student: 1

Beason: Major or minor requirement

Beason: Reputation of the instructor

Beason: Interest in the course material

Additional Beasonis):

Effort: The class work was moderately difficult, it was important o stay on top of the readings and 1o take genuine and good
guality notes in class in order to be prepared for tests and reflection papers.

Understanding & Appreciation: | went from a surface level knowledge of Congress godng in to an i depth understanding of both
the intricate rulbes and procedures thar dictate the process of passing a bill into a law as well as the rch and at times crazy history
of Congress and its membsers.

Intellectual Growih: The reflection papers really helped me not only understand the course material bat leam bow 1o take a
position on an issue and really flesh out my own personal take on it They really helped me think about cenain ssues and how |
personally felt about them when trying to decide which side o defend support.

Duality: Profiesaor Walker demonsirates a clear knowledge and passion for the subject he teaches. He really cares about his
students and works to foster an environment for growth and learning. Wie often are a day or two behind on material we ane
supposed 1o learn, buat it is always because e loses track of time while telling fascinating stories about the history of cither
Congress or a political figure.

Student: 2
Reason: Major or minor requirement
Reason: Reputation of the instructor

Additional Beasonis):
Effont:

Understanding & Appreciation:

Student: 3

Beason: Exploration of possible major of minor

Additional Beasonis):

Effort: This course required a lot of deep reading to prepare for class. It was pormally a soall aumber of pages but requined a lot of
focus bevause it was packed with information. Having class three times a week made it easier to split up chapters, Class was
lecture style that gave Professer Walker time to elaborate on what we had read to prepare. After class 1 felt as though [

understood the topie discussed @ depth.

Understanding & Appreciation: This class gave me a glance at the complexity that is our country's legislative system. | think
learning about the process of these laws being created let's me appreciate more and see how muoch we have progressed sinee

then.

Intellectual Growth: This course taught me the mportance of note-taking and deep reading. Last serester almost all of my classes
were remote 5o 1 was able to stop and paase lectures when taking notes. This class taught me how to get the most inportant
information down i my notes in a timely manner.

Quality: Professor Walker is one of my favorite professors here at Colgate. He is able to convey the magnitude of information is an
accessible way. | would come to class feeling confused and leave feeling confident in my understanding of the law that we

siudied.

Student: 4
Reason: Major or minor requirement
Beason: Interest in the course material

Additional Reasonia):

Effort: 1 did not have to put too muoch effor into this course, mostly because | already knew some about the topic, and the
istructor made the course materials very easy to uinderstand. Compared to my other classes, 1 put in less effort than wsual, but 1
still was able to effectively leam the content and apply it to my assignments.

Understanding & Appreciation: While | knew basic information about Congress, | was much less mformed about the major
legislation that had passed throughout history and how it affected the country. 1 now know mode about the begislative process
and the details that contribute to major bills passing, and have a better overall understanding.



Colgate University  Student Evaluation of Teaching Spring 2021

Instructor: Walker, Kevin Course: Congress

20 survevs [ 27 enrolled in POSC 210 A (MWF 0920)
Intellectual Growih: This course focuses on information that is actoally relevant to me owtside of school, so 1 think it was
imyportant for me to get a better understanding of bow my own government works. It helped me understand the details of how
things work in Congress, but also how it works together with the rest of the government as a whole.
Quality: [ thought Professor Walker was a very good instructor, and he knew everything that he taught very well. He was an
understanding teacher and helped students if they ever had any trouble, and he tawght in a way that engaged students and kept
et interested throughout the class period. This more relaxed style of teaching defindtely helped me as a stadent because [ never
fielt pressured or stressed in the classroom. He did fall a little bit behind in the course schedule, but this was not a major setback.

Student: 5

Reason: Exploration of possible major or minor

Additional Reasonis):

Effort: | showed up to almost every class and came prepared by reading the assigned readings. Then while in class [ was able to
take notes.

Understanding & Appreciation: It gave me & ton of cool and interesting facts that [ had not known about our US government.
Intellectual Growth: It helped with my time masagement due 1o the number of readings.

Cuuality: [ belbeve that his clear and concise teaching was very helpful for taking notes in class and leaming the material. Also, [
appreciated the support be offered and quick responses o questions or concerns.

Student: 6

Reason: Major or minor requirement

Reason: Reputation of the instructor

Reason: Inferest in the course material

Additional Reasonis):

Effort: This class was particularly beavy on lecture and reading materials, so it required frequent and regular study to sucoeed.
Understanding & Aporeciation: It vastly broadened my background knowledge of congressional history and nstinmtions and
strengthened my ability to look at complex topics in this subject from multiple angles.

Intellectual Growth: In general it encouraged frequent study do to its routine readings and lectunes, promoting a strong work ethic
and study sirategics.

Quality: This is a very well instructed and even a very enjoyable class. The material is taught clearly and effectively, class
contributions fieel heavily encouraged, and the professor is an excellent and enthusiastic orator who also makes himself easily
accessible for help. There's a lot more energy put into this course than in most other classes.

Student: 7
Reason: Major or minor requirement
Beason: Reputation of the instructor

it MA
Effon: | put ina bt of effon o the course with having three papers and three exams and reading every naght. It was an
interesting class so it made the readings more enjoyable.
Understanding & Appreciation: The course furthered my understanding of Congress and how impactful of a role they play in the
United States.
Intellectual Growih: The course tanght me o be more prosetive with assignments and to take organized notes (o be able to use for
studying when it camie to the exam.
Quality: The course was tanght very well. [ enjoyed the slides that the professor showed on the projector allowing students to
visually learn as well. The profiessor was very clear in his lectures and 1 learned a ton from the class.

Student: ¥

Begson: Elective outside major or minor

Beason: Interest in the course material

Additional Reason(s):

Effort: | put significant ¢ffort into this course by regularly and consistently studying the material outside of class and completing
the reading assignments. For exams and reflection essays, | spent hours preparing.

Understanding & Appreciation: The course positively contributed to my understanding and appreciation of the course subject as
it provided a more in depth look into the subject matter than 1 had previously been exposed to, as well as with a diffierent
perspective that focused heavily on the role of congress more so than other parts of the government. Overall, my understanding
of the subject matter and the rele of Congress has improved since taking this course.
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Inellectusl Geowth: The course contributed to my intellectual growth and education by improving my study habits and skills.
Leaming and absorbing a large amount of new historical information is a challenge and [ have found that my stady skills and
efficiency have improved since beginning this course.

Quality: The quality of teaching in this course was very good. The lectures/ presentations during class time were very effective
and conaistent which helped me to leam the course material. The lectures were engaging and presented the course material ina
formulaic way.

Student: 9

Reason: Major or minor requiremaent

Reason: Interest in the course material

Additional Reasonis):

Effort: For this course | did most of the readings to the best of my ability, spent lots of time studying for exams, participated
whenever 1 could, and put bots of encrgy and thought dnte the writiig assignments.

Understanding & Appreciation: This course taught me a lot about how Congress functions and about the significant pieces of
legislation throughout it history.

Intellecteal Growth: Through the writing assignments this course taught me how to critically engage with historical docarments
and the material.

Quiality: Professor Walker does his best to try to engage students with the material during class and it s evident he is truly
passionate about it which is great. One weakness is that sometimes be is not fesponsive to cmails and the eriteria for some
assignments s not always very clear,

Student: 10

Beason: Major or minor requiremaent

Beason: Reputation of the instructor

Beason: Interest in the course material

Additional Reason(s):

Effort: | put a decent amount of effort into this course. There are mandatory nightly readings for class that [ would set time aside
fior and take notes on. Other than the readings there were oaly a couple of essays and 3 tests, 50 not a lot of homework was
required o be done. This made the course work relativity light in comparison 1o my other classes.
Understanding & Appreciation: This course played the foundation for one of my majoe’s and inspired me 1o stay in the political
seicmee feld. | wasn't sure if [ was going to continune my major m poly sci, but after this course [ feel that T am interested in the
subject and want to continue i it

Intellecteal Growth: This course deals with how do laws beoome laws in America. It leaves you reading the news with a new
appreciation and understanding. | found myself more engaged i the political arena and more open o leam about the different
izswes that is currently being debated in congress.

Quiality: 1 think you can notably tell that professor walker cares about his students and wanted us all to suceeed. The class is
maostly lecture style, but professor walker did a good job keeping it entertaining and I never felt bored moclass. 1 wish there was
e class discussion on the material, but oftcn thene wasat enough time for both that and getting theough all of the material.

Student: 11

Reason: Interest in the course material

Additional Beasonis):

Effort: The material was very manageable, and the readings, papers and reading quizzes were fair

Understanding & Appreciation: This course has been very interesting and 1 enjoyed it alot

Ingellectusl Geowdh: §learned alot more abowt how congress works

Quality:

Student: 12

Reason: Exploration of possible major or minor

Reason: Interest in the course material

Additional Reasonis): 1 am thinking of majoring in Political Science, which is mainly why | ook the course.

Effert: | put a lot of effort into this course. | always ook notes during the class period and | was always caught up on the
asaigned readings. | prepaned for papers, exams and quizzes over time. | also attended several office hours to ask questions and
0 ovEr somme material.
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Understanding & Appreciation: This course contributed 1o my understanding and appreciation of the course subject because of
the specific laws that we bearned about and bhow Congress ended up passing each one. Before taking this class, T only knew broad
information about Congress; however, | now know more specific stories and reasons as to why certain legislation either did or did
ot pass.

Intellectual Growih: The course contributed to my intellectual growth or education beyond my understanding and appreciation of
the course subject because it allowed for me to enhance on my reading and writing skills. This course was very reading oriented,
with readings due almost every class, 5o that was something that [ was able to grow upon.

Quality: The quality of teaching in this course was great. Professor Walker was always available to meet with students either after
class or during office hours. He also would go over the readings in class with a lecture followed by a power point presentation. 1
liked how the class was lecture based and students could ask questions about the material cither during or after class

Student: 13

Reason: Major or minor requinement

Reason: Exploration of possible major or minor

Reason: Elective within major of minor

Reason: Elective outside major of minor

Reason: Reputation of the instructor

Additional Reasonish

Effort: | put in a very good amount of effort, especially because it is my favorite course this semester and 1 find it genwinely
interesting.

Understanding & Appreciation: Greatly did. This course gave me a depth of understanding of congress 1 had mever had
previously. It also fostered morne interest.

Intellectual Growily: Gave me more opportunities o work my brain and understand and work with new knowledge, Also gave me
an opporfunity 1o expand on my knowledge and add my opinions with the reflections.

Duality: Great quality. Prof. Walker is one of, if not my favorite profesaor here thus far. He is incredibly organized, mncredibly
straightiorwarnd, while also allowing oppomunities for individual expression.

Student: 14

Reason: Major or minor requinement

Reason: Reputation of the instructor

Reason: Interest in the course material

Additional Reasonis):

Effort: For cach class, we would have readings that weren't too hard, just took up some time. It was more for the tests that [ had o
put a lot of studying into. We also had reflection papers which made me compare things we have leamed and look ar them in
diffierent ways.

Understanding & Appreciation: 1 first leamed the ways in which congress was organized and the functions that cach department
carried out. | then learned about the mportant Laws that congress passed and how they have shaped America.

Intellectual Growih: 1 have a much better understanding of US politics which 1 think is really important in this day and age becaunse
s0 much is revelved around politics. 1 will be able to better contribute to discussions and further understand certain topics.

Quality: | think Professor Walker was extremely organized and his slideshows were very easy to understand. Ir's pretty
lecture-based in my opinion which | don't mind, however, maybe there could be some more class discussion.

Student: 15

Reason: Exploration of possible major or minor

Additional Reasonia): | ook this course becanse | was exploring the possibility of majoring in political science and 1 ended up
really enjoying this course.

Effort: | put a lot of effon into this course. This one my only class that had in-person exams and | studied very hard for them to try
and do wiell i this class.

Understanding & Appeeciation: | think | got a better historical understanding of how the United States government is crafied and
by it works.

Intellectual Growih: 1 think this course challenged me in many ways because | usually don't take political scicnoe classes but |
ended up really liking it. It is a different way to think in comparison to other subjects so 1 had o change the way [ sudied and
wisd about preparing for this class.

Cuality: [ really liked the teaching techniques that Profiessor Walker used. He kept the lectures very engaging and added fun facts
here and there to keep the class on their toes. | thought 1 struggled with the preparation for this class in the beginning because |1
wiks pot used b how political scientists think.
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Student: 16

Beason: Major or minor requirement

Beason: Elective within major or minos

Beason: Reputation of the instructor

Reason: Interest in the course material

Additional Reason(s):

Effort: 1 put much effort into this course and 1 am going to study as hard as [ can for the final because | know that T can do well if 1
et with Professor Walker and ask him questions about the material.

Understanding & Appreciation: | gained a greater understanding for how the American begislation process works and operates. |
loved leaming about all the congressmen involved in different legislations and the very different topics of each of the acts we
learned about.

Intellectual Growih: The thing [ learmed in this class that benefited me the most was how to write cssays on two sides and how o
present your argument and which side of the debate you agree with/don't agree with and why?

Dwality: 1 bove leaming from PowerPoint Presentations so Professor Walker did a great job there but 1 believe be could have done
a better job of mcorporating mose contribution and discussion from the class as a whole. Additionally be took too bong to hand
back our tests and papers. But overall Professor Walker is a great professor and 1 would most definitely take him again!

Student: 17

Reason: Interest in the course material

Additional Reason(s):

Effort: 1 was always prepared, worked hard on papers, and participated a good bit in class.

Understanding & Appreciation: | learned about how the legislative process works a bit more in depth, and then studied important
historical laws. ['ve always been interested in Congress and politics, and this added to my knowledge of how it works and my
knowledge of American history.

Intelleciual Geoowily: 1 am trying to get a congressional intermship, so my expanded knowledge of Congress will help me with that.
Dality: 1 thowght that Professor Walker was a good lecturer. He went through the material like a story almost which was
cngaging. However, there wasn't any discussion, and at times be seemed to leeture the same material as we had read for
homework. I did like how he structured his class in three sections of the semester with one law per week, and overall 1 enjoyed
being in his class. 1 wished we had talked more about current events in Congress because this year was so fascinating with a
50050 splin, and some of the laws we studied had more presidential action than congreasional action. 1 would take this class again.

Student: 18

Reason: Major or minor requinsment

Additional Reasonis):

Effort: | put a goeod deal of ¢ fort into the course (readings/exam studyingquizaes)

Understanding & Appreciation: | have leamed about Congress before but never as the sole topie of study so 1 think this really
gave me insight into the full history of Congress, which 1 enjoyed as it is so relevant to real lifie and America's actual cument
SOV CTTdRGL

Intellectual Growth: Studying Congress works to relate to a lot of other course subjects and 1 think | was able to apply what [
learned toa Lot of other school subjects.

Duality: The quality of teaching was good and Professor Walker was dedicated to making sure the students have a full
understanding of what we are learning abouwt.

Student: 19

Reason: Major or minor requirement
Additional Beason(s):

Eiffor:

Intellectual Growith:
Cuality:

Student: 20

Reason: Core or Aneas of Inguiry (distribution) requincrsent

Reason: Reputation of the instructor

Additional Beason(s): | thought Professor Walker was an amazing teacher!?
Effort: 1 could have put in more effont.
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Understanding & Apseeciation: It gave me a better understanding of how the American government was made.
Intelleciual Growth: It gave me a sense of knowlbedge of politics.
Quality: Profissor Walleer was great at making the class interesting .






